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This long history of diplomacy, cooperation
and friendship should be lauded as an exam-
ple for all nations. | congratulate my colleague
from West Michigan, PETER HOEKSTRA—him-
self a Dutch-American—for introducing this
resolution. | am proud of my family’s and my
wife’s family’s Dutch roots, Mr. Speaker, and
| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | am happy
to rise today in support of House Resolution
89, expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that a day should be estab-
lished as Dutch-American Friendship Day.

The Dutch/American relationship is the long-
est unbroken diplomatic relationship in the his-
tory of the United States of America. The rela-
tionship actually began years before the Pil-
grims landed in America as they first resided
for almost 11 years in the Netherlands before
sailing for the New World.

On November 16, 1776, only 4 months after
declaring our independence from Great Brit-
ain, an American ship sailed into the West In-
dies Dutch harbor of St. Eustatius and was
greeted by a cannon salute in recognition of
the American flag. It was the first official rec-
ognition by any sovereign nation of the United
States.

On April 19, 1789, Ambassador John
Adams officially presented his credentials to
Prince William of Orange, thus establishing
the diplomatic ties between the United States
and the Republic of the Netherlands that we
enjoy today.

The U.S./Dutch relationship has stood the
test of time and has strengthened in the cru-
cible of conflict as the Dutch have stood be-
side us in times of peace and war. The Dutch
supported us in our war for independence.
Sixty years ago Dutch and American service-
men stood side by side during World War |
and today the Dutch stand by us still in the
Global War on Terror.

The debt we owe to our Dutch friends is
seen not only in our people, and in the per-
sons of such famous Dutch Americans as
Presidents Martin VanBuren, and Theodore
and Franklin Roosevelt, but also in our experi-
ence as a Nation. Our traditions of religious
freedom and tolerance as well as our system
of government, all have spiritual and legal
roots in our relationship with the Dutch Repub-
lic.

That is why | stand today to thank the Dutch
people for their support over these centuries
and to encourage the founding of a Dutch-
American Friendship Day.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I urge all Members to support the pas-
sage of H. Res. 89, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
support and strongly urge the passage
of H. Res. 89, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 89.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 198) recognizing
the significance of Black History
Month.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 198

Whereas the first African Americans were
brought forcibly to the shores of America as
early as the 17th century;

Whereas African Americans were enslaved
in the United States and subsequently faced
the injustices of lynch mobs, segregation,
and denial of basic, fundamental rights;

Whereas despite this enslavement, early
Black Americans made significant contribu-
tions to the economic, educational, political,
artistic, literary, religious, scientific, and
technological advancement of the United
States;

Whereas in the face of these injustices,
United States citizens of all races distin-
guished themselves in their commitment to
ideals of which the United States was found-
ed and fought for the rights and freedom of
African Americans;

Whereas the United States was conceived,
as stated in the Declaration of Independence,
as a new country dedicated to the propo-
sition that ‘‘all Men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain inalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happi-
ness’’;

Whereas since its founding, the United
States has been an imperfect work in mak-
ing progress towards those noble goals;

Whereas the history of the United States is
the story of a people regularly affirming
high ideals, striving to reach them but often
failing, and then struggling to come to terms
with the disappointment of that failure be-
fore committing themselves to trying again;
and

Whereas the month of February is offi-
cially celebrated as Black History Month,
which dates back to 1926, when Dr. Carter G.
Woodson set aside a special period of time in
February to recognize the heritage and
achievement of Black Americans: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the significance of Black
History Month as an important time to rec-
ognize the contributions of Black Americans
in the Nation’s history, and encourages the
continued celebration of this month to pro-
vide an opportunity for all people of the
United States to learn more about the past
and to better understand the experiences
that have shaped the Nation; and

(2) affirms that—

(A) the contributions of Black Americans
are a significant part of the history,
progress, and heritage of the United States;
and

(B) the ethnic and racial diversity of the
United States enriches and strengthens the
Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAvVIS) and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
now yield myself such time as I might
consume.

Mr. Speaker, every February Ameri-
cans celebrate African American Black
History Month. This tribute dates back
to 1926, and it is credited to a Harvard
scholar, Dr. Carter G. Woodson. Dr.
Woodson, the son of former slaves,
dedicated his life to ensuring that
black history was accurately docu-
mented and disseminated.

In an effort to bring national atten-
tion to the contributions of African
Americans, Dr. Woodson organized the
first annual Negro History Week in
1926. He selected the second week of
February, during which Abraham Lin-
coln and Frederick Douglass had cele-
brated their birthdays.

Later, Woodson’s contributions
helped emerge during the civil rights
campaign of the 1950s and 1960s, where
the black studies movement began to
spawn African American history, the-
ory courses, programs and departments
on the Nation’s college and university
campuses. During the early 1970s,
Negro History Week was renamed
Black History Week; and in 1976, it offi-
cially became Black History Month,
designating all of February for the rec-
ognition of African American history.

In 1926, during the time for the first
organized tribute to black history, the
sociopolitical landscape in this country
for African Americans was demon-
strably different than it is today. At
that time, ‘‘separate but equal,”” a doc-
trine that afforded African Americans
second-class citizenship, was the law of
the land, although it was an immoral
one.

Through many historic efforts of
many Americans of all races, legalized
discrimination became a thing of the
past. This body passed landmark legis-
lation, most notably the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act
of 1965. This was just 43 and 42 years
ago when President Lyndon Johnson
signed these legislative measures into
law, laws that prevented Jim Crow
laws from subjugating and denying Af-
rican Americans the right to vote in
certain southern States, the imposition
of poll taxes, the segregation of
schools, housing, bus and train trans-
portation, restrooms and other public
accommodations.
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Moreover, Black History Month is
also promoting public awareness of the

struggles and achievements of African
Americans. We must continue to build
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on the existence of the past and look
forward to the future.

African Americans, over the years,
have made great strides, but, yet, we
still have a long way to go. For in-
stance, in 2005, there were 37 million
poor people in America. The poverty
rate is about 24.9 percent for blacks,
compared to 8.3 percent for whites.

The homeownership rate among
white households is about 74.2 percent,
compared to 47.1 percent for African
Americans. This huge gap between
white and black homeowners will con-
tinue to be a primary factor that will
undermine the growth of African
Americans and their family structure
to obtain wealth, capital assets and
better neighborhoods.

While 5 percent of the world’s popu-
lation lives in the United States, we
have 25 percent of the world’s prison
population in United States jails and
prisons. Nationally, the Bureau of Jus-
tice statistics reports that the United
States incarcerates 2 million people.
Whites are about 36 percent, compared
to 46 percent for blacks in prison.

As some of us know, the majority of
people in prison are attributed to drug
convictions. The law is not equally ap-
plied when it comes to drug offenses in-
volving crack and powder cocaine. Five
grams of crack cocaine brings a man-
datory sentence of 5 years, compared to
5 grams of powder cocaine, which has
no sentencing requirements, and the
possessor of powder may get probation.
Of course, a disproportionate number
of the individuals who use crack co-
caine are African Americans.

These are just a few barriers that
many African Americans confront
every day. And so when we honor Black
History Month, we are recognizing the
struggles and achievements of African
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I know that Represent-
ative AL GREEN, who is the sponsor of
this legislation, had intended to be
here today to speak on it. Unfortu-
nately, he had to be away in Texas tak-
ing care of some activities in his dis-
trict, and I would ask that he be al-
lowed to submit his statement for the
RECORD.

Mr. Speaker, I support H. Res. 198,
and urge all of my colleagues to vote
for this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

I am honored to speak today in sup-
port of H. Res. 198, recognizing the sig-
nificance of Black History Month.

Each February we express our appre-
ciation of the struggles, determination
and perseverance of the African Amer-
ican community of the past and
present. February is a time to recog-
nize the contributions of black Ameri-
cans that have enriched our culture
and our heritage.

There have been great activists, poli-
ticians, artists, writers, poets, sci-
entists, economists, athletes, enter-
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tainers and musicians that have all
bettered our way of life. These achieve-
ments, the achievements of so many,
have encouraged today’s youth to
strive for a more equal and free coun-
try.

It is impossible to celebrate Black
History Month without mentioning
such noted leaders as Frederick Doug-
lass, Harriet Tubman, Martin Luther
King, Jr. and Rosa Parks. These
achievers, and others, have helped
make this country what it is today.

Today’s popular culture is replete
with African American icons, through
sports, music and the entertainment
industry, icons such as Richard Pryor,
Halle Berry, Tiger Woods, Arthur Ashe,
Michael Jordan, Muhammad Ali, and
Hank Aaron.

The music industry alone has influ-
enced our culture for decades, Louis
Armstrong, Dorothy Dandridge, Billie
Holiday, Sammy Davis, Jr., and Geor-
gia’s own Ray Charles, each of whom
overcame adversity before and during
the civil rights movement just to play
their music.

When Harvard scholar Dr. Carter G.
Woodson had the idea to create a week-
long celebration of black history back
in 1926, his goal was, and I quote, ‘“‘to
make the world see the Negro as a par-
ticipant rather than as a lay figure in
history.” Over time, it has become the
month-long celebration and commemo-
ration that it is today. It is with great
pleasure that I speak today in support
of H. Res. 198.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members to
join me in supporting this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) for his
statement. And I also want to thank
him for the opportunity to work with
him today during this process. It has
indeed been a pleasure.

I also want to commend Representa-
tive GREEN from Texas for his intro-
duction of this legislation.

In closing, let me also indicate that
it is important that we look at the con-
tributions that all racial ethnic groups
have made to the development of this
great country that we call the United
States of America.

There is no group who didn’t come
here looking for something different
than what they had. And fortunately,
for many of them, they have been able
to find that America is, indeed, a coun-
try where every person can have the
opportunity to grow and develop to be
a part of.

I have been pleasured, I guess, to rep-
resent many high profile individuals,
African Americans like Oprah Winfrey,
who is in my congressional district,
like Michael Jordan, who played bas-
ketball out at the stadium in my dis-
trict.

But I often tell young people that I
grew up in an environment where we
were taught to read by unlocking
words. And to us, history sort of
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meant, at that time, his story. And so
I encourage them to think of what I
call mystery, which becomes my story.
And so each one of us have an oppor-
tunity to contribute to the further de-
velopment of this great Nation.

I commend the gentleman for intro-
ducing H. Res. 198. T urge its passage.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in strong support of
Congressman AL GREEN’S Resolution to honor
Black History Month.

Founded in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson,
Black History Month serves as a time to rec-
ognize and celebrate the contributions of Afri-
can-Americans in shaping our Nation. It brings
to life a rich and vibrant history that was all
too often untold.

The fact is that until there was a Black His-
tory Month, prominent African-Americans were
virtually left out of our Nation’s school books.
Often, the only mention of African-Americans
would reference the institution of slavery. This
is simply unacceptable. Black history is not an
anonymous footnote, and expands well be-
yond the institution of slavery. We have great
leaders who fought to overcome the oppres-
sion of slavery and that of Jim Crow. We have
great scientific minds and inventors. We have
extraordinary novelists, poets, and musicians.
These are not nameless, faceless individuals,
but people who have helped shape our Na-
tion.

Because of Black History Month we have
expanded our schoolchildren’s curriculum. Our
children now learn about Frederick Douglas,
Thurgood Marshall, Malcolm X and Toni Morri-
son. These are names and stories that our
children otherwise may not have known. With
Black History Month we are preserving our
abundant history for future generations.

| commend Congressman GREEN for bring-
ing this important Resolution to the floor and
| strongly urge my colleagues’ support.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
strongly support H. Res. 198, a resolution |
authored recognizing the significance of Black
History Month. This piece of legislation is sup-
ported by conservatives, moderates and lib-
erals. It is a piece of legislation that | received
not one negative comment on. Every person
that | requested agreed to support the legisla-
tion. So | thank those who supported it.

| am delighted that 80 Members of Con-
gress joined me in cosponsoring this bipar-
tisan resolution which serves as a testament
to our united desire to inform all Americans
about the contributions made by persons of di-
verse backgrounds to the development of our
great country.

Black History Month is a time of the year
when all Americans of every race and ethnicity
are given the opportunity to study the untold
history of African-Americans and their con-
tributions to American and world civilization.
Additionally, Black history is American history
and it is essential that we recognize the great
contributions of all Americans by commemo-
rating this month long celebration.

My resolution:

Recognizes the significance of Black History
Month as an important time to recognize the
contributions of Black Americans in the na-
tion’s history;

Encourages the continued celebration of this
month to provide an opportunity for all people
of the United States to learn more about the
past and to better understand the experiences
that have shaped the nation;
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Affirms that the contributions of Black Amer-
icans are a significant part of the history,
progress, and heritage of the United States;
and the ethnic and racial diversity of the
United States enriches and strengthens the
nation.

Black History Month is also a special time to
honor pioneers such as Martin Luther King Jr.,
Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman, Malcolm X,
W.E.B. DuBois, and many others who fought
for the complete freedom and full emanci-
pation of African-Americans. That is why we
use Black History Month and every month to
honor their wonderful contributions.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues support
H. Res. 198, a resolution recognizing the sig-
nificance of Black History Month.

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to show my support for the principles of
Black History Month. | was privileged to be a
part of the recent Congressional trip to Selma,
Alabama. While in that historic city, we joined
together and walked in the footsteps of the
brave individuals who fought to ensure that
the rights and opportunities of our Nation
would be available to all of its people.

The Civil Rights Movement was not the first
call for freedom and equality in our Nation’s
history, and it will not be the last. But its suc-
cess provided a blueprint for future genera-
tions to follow, an example of hope to all those
who seek to secure the basic freedoms guar-
anteed by our Constitution.

The history of African Americans extends far
beyond the Civil Rights Movement. The works
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks and
Thurgood Marshall will resonate in American
society for generations to come. There are so
many African Americans who have made no-
table contributions to our Nation. For example,
Benjamin Banneker blazed new trails in as-
tronomy, accurately predicting solar and lunar
eclipses and Dr. Charles Richard Drew devel-
oped techniques in blood storage and helped
to develop the blood banks which have saved
countless military and civilian lives over the
years. And there are many others, in fields too
numerous to name. What is important is that
we take time to honor, to remember, and to
revere all of these individuals.

Black History month gives all Americans an
opportunity to recognize and continue to learn
about African-American history, which is the
history of our Nation. | am proud to do my part
to help promote the contributions that African
Americans have made to our country.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
Davis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 198.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 23 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. CAPPS) at 6 o’clock and
35 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 85, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 136, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 89, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic votes will be con-
ducted as 5-minute votes.

———

ENERGY TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill,
H.R. 85, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
BAIRD) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 85, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 395, nays 1,
not voting 37, as follows:

[Roll No. 136]

YEAS—39
Abercrombie Boyda (KS) Cummings
Ackerman Braley (IA) Davis (AL)
Aderholt Brown-Waite, Davis (CA)
AKkin Ginny Davis (IL)
Alexander Buchanan Davis (KY)
Allen Burgess Davis, David
Altmire Burton (IN) Davis, Lincoln
Andrews Butterfield Davis, Tom
Arcuri Calvert Deal (GA)
Baca Camp (MI) DeFazio
Bachmann Campbell (CA) DeGette
Bachus Cannon Delahunt
Baird Cantor DeLauro
Baker Capito Dent
Barrett (SC) Capps Diaz-Balart, L.
Barrow Cardoza Diaz-Balart, M.
Bartlett (MD) Carnahan Dicks
Barton (TX) Carney Dingell
Bean Carson Doggett
Becerra Carter Donnelly
Berkley Castle Doolittle
Berman Chabot Doyle
Berry Chandler Drake
Biggert Clarke Dreier
Bilbray Clay Duncan
Bilirakis Cleaver Edwards
Bishop (GA) Clyburn Ehlers
Bishop (NY) Coble Ellison
Bishop (UT) Cohen Ellsworth
Blackburn Cole (OK) Emerson
Blumenauer Conaway Engel
Blunt Conyers English (PA)
Boehner Costa Eshoo
Bono Costello Etheridge
Boozman Courtney Everett
Boren Cramer Fallin
Boswell Crenshaw Farr
Boucher Cubin Fattah
Boustany Cuellar Feeney
Boyd (FL) Culberson Ferguson
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Filner
Forbes
Fortenberry
Fossella
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gingrey
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Granger
Graves
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Hare
Harman
Hastert
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth
Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hobson
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jindal
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kennedy
Kildee
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Knollenberg
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lamborn
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
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Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Mahoney (FL)
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McNulty
Meehan
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Nunes
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pearce
Pence
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Poe
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Putnam
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Renzi
Reyes
Reynolds
Rodriguez
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)

NAYS—1
Flake

Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sali
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Saxton
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shays
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Snyder
Solis
Souder
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Towns
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walberg
Walden (OR)
Walsh (NY)
Walz (MN)
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch (VT)
Weldon (FL)
Westmoreland
Wexler
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn
Yarmuth
Young (AK)
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